Thursday, September 23, Weekday Devotions

TODAY'S SCRIPTURES
John 8:44 NAS95
““You are of your father the devil, and you want to do the desires of
your father. He was a murderer from the beginning, and does not
stand in the truth because there is no truth in him. Whenever he
speaks a lie, he speaks from his own nature, for he is a liar and the
father of lies.”

TODAY'S QUOTES
Ask me no questions and I’ll tell you no fibs.
Oliver Goldsmith
Honesty consists of the unwillingness to lie to others;
maturity, which is equally hard to attain,
consists of the unwillingness to lie to oneself.
Martin H. Manser

TODAY'S PRAYER
Dear God, Forgive me forever telling lies and being deceitful to people
and most importantly to those I love.
My heart is heavy and my conscience is filled with guilt.
I know if I do not confess and repent of my sins you will not hear me.
The Bible says that telling lies and being deceitful is one of the
detestable sins before you
Also, one of your commandments say that we should not tell lies
(Leviticus 19:11) but I have been disobedient and my conscience is
filled with guilt, please forgive me..

PRAYER REQUEST

Sunday Mornings Celebration Service - 9 am
WEDNESDAY ZOOM STUDY - 9:30 am
Thursday Evenings Online Streaming - 6:30 pm
Friday Evenings Men's Group - 7:00 pm
WOMEN'S ZOOM STUDY
Call for more information.

The Importance of a Watchman
Set a watch, O Lord, before my mouth; keep the door of my lips. —
PSA. 141:3.
If thou, Lord, shouldest mark iniquities, O Lord, who shall stand? (Psa.
130:3) They provoked his spirit, so that he spake unadvisedly with his
lips. (Psa. 106:33)

Not that which goeth into the mouth defileth a man; but that which
cometh out of the mouth, this defileth a man. (Matt. 15:11)
A whisperer separateth chief friends. (Prov. 16:28) There is that
speaketh like the piercings of a sword: but the tongue of the wise is
health. The lip of truth shall be established for ever: but a lying tongue
is but for a moment. (Prov. 12:18, 19) The tongue can no man tame;
it is an unruly evil, full of deadly poison. Out of the same mouth
proceedeth blessing and cursing. My brethren, these things ought not
so to be. (Jas. 3:8, 10)
Put off … anger, wrath, malice, blasphemy, filthy communication out
of your mouth. Lie not one to another, seeing that ye have put off the
old man with his deeds. (Col. 3:8, 9) This is the will of God, even your
sanctification. (I Thes. 4:3) In their mouth was found no guile. (Rev.
14:5)
Jonathan Bagster, Daily Light on the Daily Path

How Lies And Deceit Impact Our Culture
These are the things you are to do: Speak the truth to each other, and
render true and sound judgment in your courts. Zechariah 8:16
Check the dictionary and you will find this listing: "mis*in*for*ma*tion ,
n. Untrue or incorrect information" (Webster's Revised Unabridged
Dictionary, 1996, 1998 MICRA Inc.). Formerly the practice was known
as lying. But today the term misinformation is politically correct and
less offensive than the cutting term which has been used for centuries.
There are some who contend that there is no more lying today than
ever before; however, it is just more sophisticated, more acceptable,
and less offensive. I disagree.
It's true! Lies, deceit, and fraud have been part of the fabric of human
history from the day Satan lied to Adam and Eve in the Garden about
the forbidden fruit, to the present. But we appear to be doing a pretty
good job of handing the habit down to our kids: A recent ethics study
among teenagers found that 48% of boys and 35% of girls lied to save
money and 80% lied to a parent about something significant. Of
course, it was difficult to get completely accurate numbers because
25% admitted they'd lied on at least one or two of the survey questions

— they lied about lying. There was a silver lining — 92% of them felt
satisfied about their personal ethics and character.[1]
While most people tokenly acknowledge that dishonesty is like a 21st
century smog that has blighted the landscape of humanity, few know
what to do about it in either their personal lives or society.
What's the motive for honesty? And how do you redirect your mind
and conduct? Much of the answer to both involves not ethics but your
relationship with God as your father. It's spiritual in nature. How does
God view dishonesty? Take time to look up the word with a Bible study
tool and it will take very few minutes to learn that dishonesty is an
abomination in His sight. He has strong words for those who are liars.
In Old Testament days, God said, "No one who practices deceit will
dwell in my house; no one who speaks falsely will stand in my
presence" (Psalm 101:7). The New Testament doesn't soften His
view, either. John, writing the last book of the New Testament, says
simply that liars have their part in the lake of fire—which means simply
put, that at heaven's door God doesn't say, "Well, I guess you're OK;
after all, everybody is human." (See Revelation 21:8).
At some point you have to say, the culture of misinformation, or the
culture of fraud, lies, and deceit, is at war with what God wants, and I
choose to take my stand on the other side of the issue. I will speak the
truth. Then you practice what you profess and refuse to be part of a
lying and deceptive culture.
Paul wrote to the Ephesians urging them to speak the truth in love
(Ephesians 4:15) so that they grow up in spiritual maturity. I don't think
I would want a surgeon to operate on me who had cheated his way
through med school, nor would I want my life in the hands of a pilot
who had lied about having had three alcoholic drinks in the airport
before the plane took off, and neither can I accommodate in my
personal life what I dislike in others and what God hates.
The commitment to refuse to partake of the culture of lies and deceit
is one which turns its back on the world and its face towards God. It's
a commitment with consequences attached, ones which make your
marriage and family better and your world safer.
Resource reading: Ephesians 4:17-25
[1] Jantz, G., Ph.D. (2011, August 11). A Nation of Liars: Caught Up in a Tangled Web.
Retrieved July 27, 2017, from http://www.huffingtonpost.com/dr-gregory-jantz-phd/anation-of-liars-caught-_b_916324.html
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